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THE SELF�ASSESSMENT CHEC/LIST

HOW TO COMPLETE ASSESSMENT 

DEFINITIONS 

8LMW WIPJ�EWWIWWQIRX GLIGOPMWX MW MRXIRHIH XS LIPT TSSP ERH WTE S[RIVW QEMRXEMR XLI WEJIX] SJ TSSP FEVVMIVW MRWXEPPIH �SV [LIVI E FYMPHMRK TIVQMX�JSV�E�FEVVMIV [EW MWWYIH
 JVSQ ��
1E]�����.�8LI�GLIGOPMWX ETTPMIW XS W[MQQMRK TSSPW ERH WTEW EWWSGMEXIH�[MXL�VIWMHIRXMEP�LSQIW��ETEVXQIRXW��FSEVHMRK�LSYWIW��QSXIPW��LSXIPW�SV�WMQMPEV�H[IPPMRKW.�

TLI GLIGOPMWX MW RSX I\LEYWXMZI ERH XLI YWI SJ XLI GLIGOPMWX [MPP RSX EQSYRX XS PIKEP GSQTPMERGI. 

8LI GLIGOPMWX MW HIWMKRIH XS TVSZMHI KYMHERGI XS EWWMWX LSQIS[RIVW [MXL QEMRXEMRMRK�WEJIX]�EVSYRH�TSSP�ERH�WTE�EVIEW��MRGPYHMRK�KYMHERGI�XS�HIXIVQMRI�MJ�TSSP�SV�WTE�FEVVMIVW�
EVI�MR�KSSH�[SVOMRK�GSRHMXMSR�ERH�EHIUYEXIP]�VIWXVMGX�EGGIWW�F]�]SYRK�GLMPHVIR�XS�XLI�TSSP�SV�WTE�EVIE.�

?

BARRIER
'SQTSRIRXW�WYGL�EW�JIRGIW��TSWXW��TERIPW��[EPPW��KEXIW��HSSVW�ERH�[MRHS[W�SR�FYMPHMRKW�ERH�SXLIV�½XXMRKW�VIWXVMGXMRK�EGGIWW�XS�E�
TSSP�SV�WTE�EVIE.

BOUNDARY FENCE
%�HMZMHMRK�FEVVMIV�FIX[IIR�X[S�TVSTIVXMIW.

NON�CLIMBABLE >ONE (NC>)
%�WTEGI�SR�SV�EVSYRH�E�FEVVMIV�MRXIRHIH�XS�VIWXVMGX�]SYRK�GLMPHVIR�JVSQ�GPMQFMRK�XLI�FEVVMIV�XS�KEMR�EGGIWW�XS�E�TSSP�SV�WTE�EVIE.

%RW[IV IEGL UYIWXMSR �[LIVI ETTPMGEFPI
.�-J ]SY ERW[IV ³NO´ XS ER] UYIWXMSR MX MW VIGSQQIRHIH XLEX ]SY QEOI ER] VITEMVW EW WSSR EW TSWWMFPI� SV MJ ]SY EVI YRWYVI EFSYX XLI 
GSQTPMERGI SJ ]SYV FEVVMIV WTIEO XS E FYMPHMRK WYVZI]SV.

-J ]SY ERW[IV ³YES´ XS ER] UYIWXMSR ERH [SYPH PMOI JYVXLIV VIEWWYVERGI EFSYX GSQTPMERGI SJ ]SYV FEVVMIV EPWS WTIEO XS E FYMPHMRK WYVZI]SV.

(IGIQFIV ����



QUESTIONS YES

STEP 1 – BARRIER
OBJECTIVE: SWIMMING POOLS AND SPAS MUST BE SURROUNDED BY A BARRIER RESTRICTING UNSUPERVISED ACCESS BY YOUNG CHILDREN.

a) If your pool or spa barrier permit was issued
between 1 May 2010 and 30 April 2013, complete
Steps 2 to 8.

b) If your pool or spa barrier permit was issued from 1
May 2013, complete Steps 2 to 9.

STEP 2 – BARRIERS (INCLUDING ASSOCIATED GATES)
OBJECTIVE: BARRIERS MUST BE CONSTRUCTED AND MAINTAINED TO ENSURE THAT:

• they cannot be used as a climbing device for young
children to access the pool area; and

• no surfaces close to the fence can be used as a climbing
platform; and

• young children cannot climb under the fence to access
the pool area.

Is the pool barrier at least 1200 mm high?

NO DIAGRAM



Are openings between the bottom of the barrier and
the finished (compact and stabilised) ground level 100
mm or less?

Is there a 900 mm non-climbable zone (clear
space) measured from the top of the barrier
around the outside of the barrier (other than
boundary fences) and is the non-climbable zone
clear of any climbable objects?
(Refer to diagram)

OUTSIDEINSIDE

BARRIER

300 mm
min.

NCZNCZ

FINISH 
GROUND 
LEVEL

900 mm
min.

900 mm
min. 1200 mm min.

Is there a 300 mm non-climbable zone (clear space)
on the inside of the barrier (other than boundary
fences) and is the non-climbable zone clear of any
climbable objects?
(Refer to diagram)

QUESTIONS YES NO DIAGRAM



(S EPP TVSNIGXMSRW SV MRHIRXEXMSRW �TSXIRXMEP 
JSSXLSPHW SV LERHLSPHW JSV GLMPHVIR
 [MXLMR XLI 
RSR�GPMQFEFPI ^SRI �GPIEV WTEGI
�

• LEZI E HITXL SJ ��QQ SV PIWW� SV
• MJ XLI] LEZI E HITXL KVIEXIV XLER �� QQ�

• EVI PS[IV WYVJEGIW RSX PIWW XLER
��� QQ JVSQ XLI XST SJ XLI FEVVMIV� ERH

• EVI LMKLIV WYVJEGIW RSX PIWW XLER
��� QQ EFSZI XLI ½RMWLIH KVSYRH PIZIP� ERH

• EVI LMKLIV ERH PS[IV WYVJEGIW EX PIEWX ��� QQ 
ETEVX# �6IJIV XS HMEKVEQ


*SV FEVVMIVW MRWXEPPIH JVSQ � 1E] ���� XS �� %TVMP ����� 
HS FSYRHEV] JIRGIW LEZI E RSR�GPMQFEFPI ^SRI �GPIEV 
WTEGI
 SJ ��� QQ EX XLI XST SJ XLI JIRGI SR XLI MRWMHI SV 
SYXWMHI SJ XLI JIRGMRK# 
�6IJIV XS HMEKVEQ
 

1800 mm
min.

INSIDE OUTSIDE

BOUNDARY
BARRIER

FINISHED GROUND LEVEL 

NCZNCZ
NCZ either inside or outside

Side opposite NCZ may 
be climbable

900 mm
min.

900 mm
min.
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*SV FEVVMIVW MRWXEPPIH JVSQ � 1E] ����� HS FSYRHEV] 
JIRGIW�LEZI E RSR�GPMQFEFPI ^SRI��GPIEV WTEGI
 SJ ��� 
QQ EX XLI XST SJ XLI JIRGI SR XLI�MRWMHI SJ XLI FEVVMIV. 
�6IJIV XS HMEKVEQ


1800 mm
min.

INSIDE OUTSIDE

BOUNDARY
BARRIER

(MAY BE 
CLIMBABLE)

900 mm
min.

FINISHED GROUND LEVEL 

-J XLI FEVVMIV MW GSRWXVYGXIH YWMRK TIVJSVEXIH QEXIVMEP SV�QIWL 
[MXL LSPIW KVIEXIV XLER �� QQ FYX RSX KVIEXIV XLER���� QQ�

• MW MX EX PIEWX ���� QQ LMKL� ERH
• HSIW MX LEZI WXVEMRIV [MVIW SV VEMPW EX XLI XST ERH FSXXSQ#

*SV FEVVMIVW PIWW XLER ���� QQ LMKL� EVI LSVM^SRXEP
IPIQIRXW� WYGL EW VEMPW� VSHW� [MVIW SV FVEGMRK� XLEX GSYPH
FI YWIH EW E LERHLSPH SV JSSXLSPH JSV GPMQFMRK� EX PIEWX
��� QQ ETEVX#

%VI EHNEGIRX ZIVXMGEP IPIQIRXW� WYGL EW TEPMRKW� VSHW� SV
[MVIW� RS JYVXLIV ETEVX XLER ��� QQ#

%VI FSYRHEV] JIRGIW EX PIEWX �����QQ LMKL#

QUESTIONS YES NO DIAGRAM



STEP 3 – GATES AND FITTINGS
OBJECTIVE: ALL GATES MUST NOT BE ABLE TO BE OPENED BY YOUNG CHILDREN AND IF OPEN, DOORS AND GATES MUST RETURN TO THE 
CLOSED POSITION WHEN RELEASED.

Do gates providing access to the pool area swing
outwards, away from the pool area?

Are gates fitted with a self-closing device that will return
them to the closed position and engage the latching device
from any position with a stationary start without using
manual force?

Are gates fitted with a self-latching device that will
automatically operate on closing of the gate and prevent
the gate from being reopened without being manually
released?

Are gate latching devices incapable of being:
• inadvertently adjusted during operation; or
• locked in the open position; or
• adjusted without the use of tools?

Are gate latch release devices:
• at least 1500 mm above the finished ground level; or
• shielded for a radius of at least 450 mm from the latch
release on the barrier with no opening in the shield
greater than 10 mm to prevent inadvertent opening from
outside the barrier?

For barriers installed from 1 May 2013, do gate hinges
protrude from the barrier not more than 10mm, and is the
opening between the gate post and the gate stile not more
than 10mm?

QUESTIONS YES NO DIAGRAM



STEP � – WINDOWS
OB.ECTIVE� ;-2(3;7 8,%8 *361 4%68 3* % &%66-)6 1978 238 &) '%4%&0) 3* 463:-(-2+ % 4%8,;%= -283 8,) 4330 %6)%.

%VI EPP STIREFPI TEVXW SJ E [MRHS[ EX PIEWX ����
QQ EFSZI XLI TSSP EVIE#
-J RSX� EVI XLI STIREFPI TEVXW SJ E [MRHS[�

• GSZIVIH F] FEVW SV E QIXEP WGVIIR [MXL 
QE\MQYQ�STIRMRKW SJ ��� QQ ½\IH F] 
JEWXIRIVW XLEX GER SRP] FI�VIQSZIH F] XLI YWI 
SJ E XSSP��6IJIV XS HMEKVEQ
� SV

• VIWXVMGXIH XS STIRMRK XS E QE\MQYQ SJ ��� 
QQ� F]�JEWXIRIVW XLEX GER SRP] FI VIQSZIH F] 
XLI YWI SJ E�XSSP#

%VI HSSVW ½XXIH [MXL E WIPJ�GPSWMRK HIZMGI XLEX VIXYVRW XLI
HSSV XS XLI GPSWIH TSWMXMSR [MXLSYX YWMRK QERYEP JSVGI#

Bolt inserted to 
limit window 
opening

Sliding panel not 
removable

100 mm max.
opening

STEP 5 – DOORSETS (APPLIED TO INDOOR POOLS ONLY)
OB.ECTIVE� (3367 1978 238 &) %&0) 83 &) 34)2)( &= =392+ ',-0(6)2 %2( -* 34)2� (3367 1978 6)8962 83 8,) '037)( 437-8-32 ;,)2 
6)0)%7)(. =392+ ',-0(6)2 7,390( 238 &) %&0) 83 6)%', %2( 34)2 8,) (336 &= '0-1&-2+ 97-2+ 2)%6&= *338,30(7.

%VI HSSVW ½XXIH [MXL E WIPJ�PEXGLMRK HIZMGI XLEX [MPP
EYXSQEXMGEPP] PEXGL SR GPSWMRK SJ XLI HSSV ERH TVIZIRX XLI
HSSV JVSQ FIMRK VISTIRIH [MXLSYX QERYEP VIPIEWI� [MXL
XLI VIPIEWI PSGEXIH MRWMHI XLI FYMPHMRK EX PIEWX ���� QQ
EFSZI XLI ¾SSV#

%VI EPP JSSXLSPHW SR HSSVW RIEV XLI EVIE SJ VIPIEWI PIWW
XLER �� QQ HIIT SV PIWW XLER ��� QQ EFSZI XLI ¾SSV#

QUESTIONS YES NO DIAGRAM



STEP 6 – ABOVE GROUND POOLS
OB.ECTIVE� 3&.)'87 79', %7 0%(()67� 49147 %2( *-88-2+7 1978 238 &) %&0) 83 &) 97)( %7 % '0-1&-2+ 796*%') 83 %'')77 8,) %&3:) 
+6392( 4330.

;LIVI XLI [EPPW SJ XLI TSSP EVI YWIH EW E FEVVMIV� EVI XLI]
EX PIEWX ���� QQ LMKL EFSZI KVSYRH PIZIP ERH HS XLI]
VIWXVMGX GPMQFMRK [MXLMR E ��� QQ GPIEV ^SRI#

STEP 7 – STRENGTH AND RIGIDITY OF FENCING COMPONENTS (INCLUDING DOORSETS AND WINDOWS)
OB.ECTIVE� &%66-)67 7,390( 238 &) %&0) 83 &) )%7-0= 497,)( 3:)6 36 4,=7-'%00= (%1%+)(� 6)(9'-2+ 8,) )**)'8-:)2)77 3* 8,) &%66-)6.

-W XLI WXVIRKXL ERH VMKMHMX] SJ XLI FEVVMIV WYJ½GMIRX XS VIWMWX
XLI JSVGIW ETTPMIH XLEX GSYPH VIEWSREFP] FI I\TIGXIH
HYVMRK RSVQEP YWEKI# 8LMW GER FI EWWIWWIH F] ER EZIVEKI
WM^IH EHYPX TYWLMRK EKEMRWX XLI FEVVMIV EX GVMXMGEP TSMRXW. 
�I.K. LEPJ [E] FIX[IIR ZIVXMGEP TSWXW ERH XLI LMKLIWX TSMRX 
SJ XLI FEVVMIV
.

STEP 8 – RETAINING WALLS
OB.ECTIVE� 6)8%-2-2+ ;%007 1978 &) '327869'8)( 73 8,)= 6)786-'8 %'')77 &= =392+ ',-0(6)2 83 8,) 4330 %6)%.

-J E VIXEMRMRK [EPP SV WMQMPEV WXVYGXYVI JSVQW TEVX SJ XLI
TSSP FEVVMIV EFSZI XLI TSSP PIZIP� HSIW MX�
• LEZI ER IJJIGXMZI LIMKLX SJ EX PIEWX ���� QQ� SV MJ XLI
FYMPHMRK TIVQMX [EW MWWYIH JVSQ � 1E] ����� EX PIEWX
���� QQ [MXL E WYVJEGI XLEX MW VIWMWXERX XS GPMQFMRK� ERH

• WPSTI E[E] JVSQ XLI TSSP F] RSX QSVI XLER �� HIKVIIW
XS XLI ZIVXMGEP#
�6IJIV XS HMEKVEQ


GSYPH VIEWSREFP] FI I\TIGXIH
8LMW GER FI EWWIWWIH F] ER EZIVEKI

EKEMRWX XLI FEVVMIV EX GVMXMGEP TSMRXW. 
ZIVXMGEP TSWXW ERH XLI LMKLIWX TSMRX

STEP 8 – RETAINING WALLS
6)8%-2-2+ ;%007 1978 &) '327869'8)( 73 8,)= 6)786-'8 %'')77 &= =392+ ',-0(6)2 83 8,) 4330 %6)%.

WMQMPEV WXVYGXYVI JSVQW TEVX SJ XLI
TSSP PIZIP� HSIW MX�

LIMKLX SJ EX PIEWX ���� QQ� SV MJ XLI
MWWYIH JVSQ � 1E] ����� EX PIEWX

WYVJEGI XLEX MW VIWMWXERX XS GPMQFMRK� ERH
TSSP F] RSX QSVI XLER �� HIKVIIW Pool

1800 mm
min.

15˚ max.

INSIDE

RETAINING WALL ABOVE THE POOL
FINISHED
GROUND 

LEVEL

QUESTIONS YES NO DIAGRAM



Pool

1800 mm
min.

OUTSIDE

(may be 
climbable)

15˚ max.

Pool

1200 mm min.
 to 1800 mm min.

15˚ max.

OUTSIDE

NCZ

Finished ground level
RETAINING WALL BELOW THE POOL

-J E VIXEMRMRK [EPP SV WMQMPEV WXVYGXYVI JSVQW TEVX SJ XLI
TSSP FEVVMIV FIPS[ XLI TSSP PIZIP� HSIW MX�
• LEZI ER IJJIGXMZI LIMKLX SJ EX PIEWX ���� QQ� SV�EX��PIEWX
�����QQ�[MXL�E�WYVJEGI�XLEX�MW�VIWMWXERX�XS�GPMQFMRK
MRGPYHMRK�E�����QQ�RSR�GPMQFEFPI�^SRI��ERH

• WPSTI XS[EVHW XLI TSSP F] RSX QSVI XLER ��
HIKVIIW XS XLI ZIVXMGEP#
�6IJIV XS HMEKVEQW
 Finished ground level

RETAINING WALL BELOW THE POOL

QUESTIONS YES NO DIAGRAM



STEP 9 – FURTHER BARRIER REQUIREMENTS (APPLICABLE ONLY TO BARRIERS INSTALLED FROM � MAY ����)

%VI GLERKIW SJ PIZIP� WYGL EW WXITW� VIXEMRMRK
[EPPW SV SFNIGXW XLEX [SYPH VIHYGI XLI IJJIGXMZI
LIMKLX SJ XLI FEVVMIV� QSVI XLER ��� QQ JVSQ
XLI FEVVMIV# �6IJIV XS HMEKVEQ


OUTSIDEINSIDE

12
00

 m
m

 m
in

.

500 mm min.BARRIER
FINISH 
GROUND 
LEVEL

STEP

300 mm
min.

900 mm
min.

900 mm
min.

Greater than
50 mm min.

900 mm
min.

1800 mm
min.

1800 mm
min.

Boundary 
barrier

Internal
barrier

(S MRXIVWIGXMRK MRXIVREP FEVVMIVW [LIVI XLI
XST VEMP LEW E [MHXL KVIEXIV XLER �� QQ LEZI
E LIMKLX SJ RSX PIWW XLER ���� QQ I\XIRHMRK
EX PIEWX ��� QQ JVSQ XLI MRXIVWIGXMSR#

500 mm min.BARRIER
FINISH 
GROUND 
LEVEL

STEP

Greater than
50 mm min.

900 mm
min.

1800 mm
min.

1800 mm1800 mm
min.

Boundary 
barrier

Internal
barrier

QUESTIONS YES NO DIAGRAM



-W XLI KPEWW YWIH MR FEVVMIVW ZMWMFPI� WXVSRK ERH WEJI#
�2SXI� KPEWW YWIH MR FEVVMIVW QYWX QIIX XLI KPEWW WEJIX]
WXERHEVHW SJ %7 ���� JSV KPEWW YWIH MR FYMPHMRKW
.

(S ER] JSSXLSPHW SV LERHLSPHW WYGL EW XST ERH FSXXSQ TMZSX
WX]PI LMRKIW SR KPEWW KEXIW� TVIZIRX GPMQFMRK XS VIWXVMGX EGGIWW
XS XLI TSSP EVIE F] ]SYRK GLMPHVIR#

QUESTIONS YES NO DIAGRAM



STEP 1 – BARRIER 
SWIMMING POOLS AND SPAS MUST BE SURROUNDED BY A BARRIER RESTRICTING UNSUPERVISED ACCESS BY YOUNG CHILDREN.

• If you do not have one of the barrier types listed, obtain a building permit to install a barrier that meets the current requirements. Contact your local council or an appropriately registered building
practitioner: you may search for one at www.vba.vic.gov.au

STEP 2 – BARRIERS (INCLUDING ASSOCIATED GATES)
BARRIERS MUST BE CONSTRUCTED AND MAINTAINED TO ENSURE THAT:

• They cannot be used as a climbing device for young children to access the pool area; and
• No surfaces close to the fence can be used as a climbing platform; and
• Young children cannot climb under the fence to access the pool area.

• Install a barrier to at least 1200 mm high.
• Reduce openings at the bottom of the fence to no bigger than 100 mm.
• Remove all climbable objects (e.g. furniture, toys, pot plants, BBQs) from the clear space inside and outside of the barrier and near boundary fences.
• Remove or fix any potential footholds or handholds to meet the spacing dimension requirements to restrict young children from entering the pool area.
• Extend the height of any intersecting internal barriers to meet the dimension requirements.
• Replace or install mesh with holes not greater than 13 mm or, if greater than 13 mm, must be less than 100 mm and:

• Install mesh at least 1800 mm high.
• Install or repair strainer wires or rails at the top and bottom of the barrier.

• Replace or fix fencing so the vertical and horizontal rails, rods, wires or bracing meet the spacing dimension requirements.

STEP 3 – GATES AND FITTINGS
ALL GATES MUST NOT BE ABLE TO BE OPENED BY YOUNG CHILDREN AND IF OPEN, DOORS AND GATES MUST RETURN TO THE CLOSED POSITION WHEN RELEASED.

• Install, fix or replace any gates that do not swing outwards, away from the pool.
• Repair, replace or adjust any self-closing or self-latching devices on gates that do not return the gate to the closed position.
• Replace any self-latching devices that can be adjusted without the use of tools.
• Raise the height or replace any self-locking or self-latching devices on gates that are not at least 1500 mm above the ground level.
• Raise the height or replace any gate latching and release devices so they meet the height requirements.
• Install a shield to prevent inadvertent opening from the outside of the barrier.
• Replace or adjust hinges so they do not protrude more than 10 mm or create an opening between the gate post and the gate of more than 10 mm.

STEP 4 – WINDOWS
WINDOWS THAT FORM PART OF A BARRIER MUST NOT PROVIDE A PATHWAY INTO THE POOL AREA.

• Remove windows not at least 1800 mm above the pool area; or
• Install, repair or replace any bars or metal screens ensuring maximum openings of 100 mm; and repair, replace or adjust any fasteners so bars or screens can 

only be removed with a tool; or
• Repair, replace or adjust fasteners to ensure the window can only be opened to a maximum of 100 mm. (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

HELPFUL TIPS 
If you answered ‘NO’ to any of the questions, here are some pointers to help you improve the safety of your pool or spa barrier. However, you 
should seek professional advice if you are unsure how to make your barrier safe and whether a building permit or other approvals are required.



HELPFUL TIPS 
STEP 5 – DOORSETS (FOR INDOOR POOLS ONLY)
ALL DOORS MUST NOT BE ABLE TO BE OPENED BY YOUNG CHILDREN AND IF OPEN, DOORS MUST RETURN TO THE CLOSED POSITION WHEN RELEASED. 
YOUNG CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO REACH AND OPEN THE DOOR BY CLIMBING USING NEARBY FOOTHOLDS.
• Install, repair or replace self-closing and self-latching devices to ensure the door returns to the closed position without manual force.
• Adjust self-latching devices to ensure the door automatically latches on closing.
• Adjust self-latching devices so they are located inside the building at least 1500 mm above the floor.
• Remove or adjust any footholds on doors near the latch release area to prevent climbing to access the latch release.

STEP 6 – ABOVE GROUND POOLS
OBJECTS SUCH AS LADDERS, PUMPS AND FILTERS MUST NOT BE ABLE TO BE USED AS A CLIMBING SURFACE TO ACCESS THE ABOVE GROUND POOL.
• Remove all climbable objects (e.g. ladders, pumps, filters) from the clear space around the above ground pool.
• Install a barrier that meets the current regulations if the walls of your above ground pool are less than 1200 mm high above the ground level or if they allow climbing.
• Install a compliant barrier not less than 1200 mm high around any ladder or other entry point to the pool or spa.

STEP 7 – STRENGTH AND RIGIDITY OF FENCING COMPONENTS
BARRIERS SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO BE EASILY PUSHED OVER OF PHYSICALLY DAMAGED, REDUCING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE BARRIER.

• Replace or repair any part of the barrier that does not have sufficient strength or rigidity.

STEP 8 – RETAINING WALLS
RETAINING WALLS MUST BE CONSTRUCTED SO THEY RESTRICT ACCESS BY YOUNG CHILDREN TO THE POOL AREA.

• Replace or re-build retaining walls so they meet the height, projections and indentations and slope dimensions and restrict access to the pool area.

STEP 9 – FURTHER BARRIER REQUIREMENTS
• Remove or rebuild any steps, retaining walls or other objects that reduce the effective height of the barrier.
• Replace glass used in barriers to that complying with the Australian Standard for glass used in building.
• Remove or adjust any hinges on glass gates to restrict access to the pool area by young children.




